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Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver ( D - 1st District) and                33 of his House colleagues have sent a letter to President Clinton                requesting a permanent halt to all live-fire weapons training by                the U.S. Navy on the island of Vieques, Puerto Rico.  On April                19th of this year a Marine F-18 dropped two 500 pound bombs off                target, killing one civilian and injuring four others.  The                Navy has indicated that it plans to resume live firing in early                December.              

œContinuing to use a substantial portion of an inhabited island                as a bombing range is unacceptable,” Olver remarked. œThere are                9,300 American citizens who reside near the weapons testing site                and the U.S. is putting their lives in jeopardy.” 
                 
               Vieques is a small island of Puerto Rico comprising 52 square miles,                two thirds of which has been controlled by the U.S. Navy since WW                II.  The Navy operations there have been the target of periodic                protests and legal actions since the 1960s. Since the errant bomb                in April, Puerto Rican leaders across the political spectrum have                rallied behind the demand that œnot one more shot” be fired at Vieques.              

Following the April incident, President Clinton instructed Secretary                Cohen to establish a panel to study the Navy°s need of the Vieques                test site.  Within the next week, the President will receive                Secretary Cohen°s recommendations and decide the fate of the Navy                forces at Vieques.              

œThe situation has reached a crisis stage,” Olver said. In an act                of peaceful civil disobedience, many people have set up tents and                put themselves in harm°s way to express their disapproval of continued                testing. With the Navy planning to resume live-firing in early December,                œNow is the time to take immediate action to ensure that no more                lives are lost,” Olver continued.              

In separate legislation currently under consideration by the House                of Representatives, Olver and his colleagues have suggested that                the United States should transfer the Naval lands on the island                of Vieques back to the people of Puerto Rico.             
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